Gourdfest 2009 - Competition Rules
DEFINITIONS
CLASS:  An individual area of gourd technique or subject matter. There are 12 classes for the 2009 competition. These are as follows:
1. Painted – the use of paints, coloured pencil, inks, dyes, markers, pastels etc, to colour the surface of the gourd

2. Carved – the removal of gourd skin and /or shell by either hand or power methods. Carving must be the predominant with other techniques (i.e. painting, burning etc) secondary and used to complement the carving.
3. Pyrography – Etching of the gourd surface with heat. Can be painted, carved etc. but these techniques must be secondary to the actual burning.

4. Coiling/Weaving – The use of various materials to create a pattern or design on the rim or surface of the gourd. Other techniques used must be secondary to the basketry or weaving design.
5. Fretwork/Lace Cut – The removal of sections of gourd by cutting to achieve a design. These can be cut or removed by any method.
6. Sculpture – Joining of gourd or pieces of gourds to create a three dimensional design. Can be either realistic or abstract.
7. Functional Birdhouse – The gourd must have a small hole for entry and the means to attach the gourd to a pole/tree for purpose of attracting birds. Any technique can be used to decorate the bird house or left natural.

8. Functional Musical Instrument – A gourd that is altered in such a way to be used to produce a sound. It can be decorated with any technique.

9. Jewellery -  A gourd or pieces of gourd that can be worn as jewelry. Any technique may be used.

10. Masks – A gourd cut to represent a face or worn over the face to mimic a face. The mask may be functional or decorative. Any size or technique is allowed.

11. Dolls/Figurative – Gourds made to represent a human or animal form. These can be cut, pieced together or embellished to achieve the result. May be abstract, realistic or fantasy. Any technique may be used. 

12. Anything Goes –  A gourd that does not fit into any of the above categories. Can be functional or decorative and may be a raw gourd of an unusual size or shape. Any technique may be used.
DIVISIONS
 Beginner

A novice artist with two years or less experience creating with gourds. Must not have previously won any ribbons. 
Intermediate

Artists who have more than two years of gourding experience or who have won a ribbon in the Beginner division.

Advanced 

Anyone who has won in the Intermediate division or is capable of instructing others. This division will also include anyone who gains remuneration for finished gourds.

New for 2009:
1. Advanced Division will be anyone who has been creating gourd art for 5 or more years or has won any ribbon in the Intermediate class.
2. President’s Challenge should be represented as a separate category on the entry. It will be open to all divisions and all classes and judged as the entry that best represents the chosen theme, technically and aesthetically.
3. Youth Division is open to anyone under 16 years of age. Entries can be any subject, any technique. All will be judged as one category unless there are sufficient entries to divide this Division into a Senior and Junior level.
RULES
The competition at Gourdfest is a fun event, as well as a chance to show off your individual talents. Anyone entering should make every effort to register in the highest category appropriate to their experience. This results in healthy competition and a more challenging event. Please remember that we cannot all remain in the Beginner Division indefinitely.

1. No gourd entered shall have been previously exhibited in a Canadian Gourd Society Competition.
2. Ribbons will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in each class. If there are fewer than 3 entries in a class, the judges have the option to NOT award a ribbon. (i.e. if there is only one entry in a class, that entry is not necessarily guaranteed first place.)

3. Limit of two entries per person, per class.
4. You can not enter in multiple divisions. (i.e. if entered as an intermediate, you cannot enter as a beginner also.)

5. Entries must have been created after last year’s CGS gourd competition.
PRIZES AND AWARDS

Unless otherwise noted, ribbons are awarded by a panel of judges selected by the Competition Chairman. Decisions are final. 

BEST OF CLASS – 12 Classes – 1st, 2nd and 3rd in each class for each division (36 potential ribbons)

BEST OF DIVISION – First place winners only in each class are judged to receive this award. One winner only is selected to represent the Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced divisions. (3 potential ribbons)
BEST OF SHOW – Best overall entry of all gourds in competition. (1 potential ribbon will be awarded)

PEOPLE’S CHOICE – Show visitors will select this winner, based on the majority of ballots received. Ballots will be distributed to visitors as they enter the show. One ballot per person.
PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE – This is a new category with a theme that will change from year to year. This year’s theme will be “Metal.” Entries may use any technique to illustrate the theme and interpret it any way they wish. The winning entry will be selected by the President of the Canadian Gourd Society.

PURCHASE AWARD – This is a new category and is the only category in which the winning entry is not returned to the artist. The Purchase Award is a sponsored category meaning that a Sponsor provides a cash prize in exchange for the winning entry. 
The Sponsor for 2009 is Nutmeg Woodworking and Carving Supply. 
The criteria for the 2009 Purchase Award is carving. Any type of carving – either gouge or chip carving may be used. Other techniques such as painting, pyrography, coiling etc may be used, but the carving must predominate. 
The winning entry becomes the property of the Sponsor in return for a $100.00 cash prize.
GOURDFEST 2009 – COMPETITION ENTRY FORM
Pre-registration is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! By pre-registering you help to speed up the process on show day and allow the chairperson time to plan. Please note: if you wish to submit competition entries by mail, you should first contact the Gourdfest Competition Coordinator, Morris Thompson by phone or email shown below.
Complete the Entry Form below and email or mail to:

Moe Thompson

15 Clairmont Street,  Sudbury, ON P3B 3S4

(705) 566-5787    brig@persona.ca
All entries should be at the show by 11:30 am Saturday October 24, 2009.
NAME:_____________________________________________________ PHONE:________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________________________

CITY:_________________________________________ PROV/STATE:__________________________________________

POSTAL/ZIP CODE:__________________ EMAIL (confirmation only): __________________________________________
Please refer to page 1 for Class and Division summaries. Record the number of pieces you will be entering into the competition under the appropriate columns. Entry fee for the competition is $5.00 (regardless of how many entries).
	CLASS 
	BEGINNER
	INTERMEDIATE
	ADVANCED
	YOUTH

	1. Painted 
	
	
	
	

	2. Carved 
	
	
	
	

	3. Pyrography 
	
	
	
	

	4. Coiling/Weaving 
	
	
	
	

	5. Fretwork/Lace Cut 
	
	
	
	

	6. Sculpture 
	
	
	
	

	7. Functional Birdhouse 
	
	
	
	

	8. Functional Musical Instrument
	
	
	
	

	9. Jewellery 
	
	
	
	

	10. Masks 
	
	
	
	

	11. Dolls/Figurative 
	
	
	
	

	12. Anything Goes 
	
	
	
	

	Presidents Challenge - Limited to one entry per person. No divisions, all classes.
	Yes
	No

	Purchase Award - $10 entry fee, limited to one entry per person. No divisions, all classes.
	Yes
	No


